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What is the HSK?

Hany G Shuiping Kaoshi

NAVAE N \[7 A

OB TIKFEE

The HSK, Hanyl Shuiping Kaoshi or Chinese Proficiency Test, is China's only standardized test of Standard Chinese
language proficiency for non-native speakerssuch asforeign studentsand overseas Chinese.

The HSK test isadministered in Simplified Chinese,and aimsto be a certificate of language proficiency for higher
educational and professional purposes. Each year, HSK certificatesare issued to those who meet the required
scores.In addition, test takerswith outstanding resultscanwin a scholarship for short-term language studyin
China.

The HSK test isadministered by Hanban,a non-government organization affiliated with the Ministry of
Education of the People's Republic of China.

HSK Levels

The Hanyl Shuiping Kaoshi isdivided into 6 levels of difficulty, with each level building on the vocabulary and
knowlege from the previousone.

Words Characters Description
(total/new) (total/new)

1 150 150 174 174  Designed forlearnerswho can understand and use some simple Chinese
charactersand sentencesto communicate,and preparesthem for
continuing their Chinese studies.In HSK 1 all charactersare provided
along with Pinyin.

2 300 150 347 173 Designed forlearnerswho can use Chinese in a simple and direct manner,
applyingitin a basic fashion to their daily lives.In HSK 2 all charactersare
provided alongwith Pinyinaswell.

3 600 300 617 270 Designed for learnerswho can use Chinese to serve the demandsof their
personal lives, studiesand work,and are capable of completing most of
the communicative tasksthey experience during their Chinese tour.

4 1200 600 1064 447 Designed forlearnerswho candiscussa relatively wide range of topicsin
Chinese and are capable of communicating with Chinese speakersat a
high standard.

5 2500 1300 1685 621 Designedforlearnerswho canread Chinese newspapersand magazines,
watch Chinese filmsand are capable of writing and delivering a lengthy
speechin Chinese.

6 5000 2500 2663 978 Designedforlearnerswho can easilyunderstandanyinformation
communicatedin Chinese and are capable of smoothly expressing
themselvesin written or oral form.
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ai

Z (&)

to love / affection /to be fond of / to like
ba

A\

eight /8

ba ba

gy

father (informal) / CL:/Ngé], fiz[w éi]
béi zi

=

cup / glass/ CL:AM[gé], X [zhi]

béijing

JE

Beijing / capital of People's Republic of China / Peking / PRC government

bén

i

origin / source / rootsorstemsof plants/this/the current /root / foundation / basis/ classifier for books, periodicals,
filesetc/originally

bu ke qi

AES (ARER)

you're welcome /it'smy pleasure (answer to someone who thanks)
bu

AN

not (negative prefix) / no

cai

5

dish (type of food) / vegetables/vegetable / cuisine / CL#[pan], i&[dao]

cha

-

N
tea /tea plant / CL#R[béi], T£[hU]

chi

Iz

toeat /tohave one'smeal /toeradicate /todestroy/toabsorb/tosuffer/toexhaust

chl zd che

HF % (hFAE)

taxi
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da dian hua

FTRENVE (7] ERA)

to make a phone call

da

N

big /huge /large / major /great /wide /deep /oldest / eldest

de

H

of /structural particle:used before a noun, linking it to preceding possessive or descriptive attributive

dian

R (%)

a little /a bit /drop (of liquid) / stain / spot / speck /jot / dot stroke (in Chinese characters) / decimal point / point / mark
(of degree or level) / a place (with certain characteristics) /iron bell / o'clock / some / (point) unit of measurement for
type /totouch on briefly /to make clear /tolight /toignite /tokindle / period of time at night (24 minutes) (old) / a
drip /todibble / classifier for smallindeterminate quantities

dianndo

AN ()

computer /CL:&[tai]

dian shi

A (FR1R)

television / TV / CL:&[tai], 1 [gé]

dianying

R (BR

movie / film / CL:ZR[bu], & [mU], 3#[chang]

dong xi

IRV (RE)

thing / stuff / person / CL:/N[geé], 4 [jian]

dou
#B

all,both /entirely (due to) each /even /already

da

1% (&

toread/tostudy/reading of word (i.e. pronunciation), similar to 3% [pin yin]

dui bu qi

XA (CHAtE)
I'm sorry / excuse me / pardon me / if you please / sorry? (please repeat) /unworthy /to let down

duo

%

many / much /a lot of /numerous/ multi-
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duo shao

b

how much / how many
érzi

LT (5F)

son

er

two /2 /stupid (Beijing dialect)

fan dian
BRIE (8RUE)

restaurant /hotel / CL:Z[jia],{&|Mgé]

Feiji

KAl (FRA)

airplane / CL:%2[jia]

féen zhong

o (48E)

minute

gao xing

=% (SH)
happy/glad/willing (todosth)/ina cheerful mood

ge

A~ (18)

classifier for people or objectsin general /individual / this/that /size

gong zud

T1E

job /work /construction /task/ CL:ANgé], ¥4 [Fén], X [xiang]

v

gou

¥

dog / CL:R[zh1], &[tido]

han yu

XiE (1F58)
Chinese language
hao

¥

good /well /proper/goodto/easyto/very/so/ (suffixindicating completion or readiness)
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hao

= (5%)

dayofa month / (suffix used after) name of a ship / (ordinal) number
he

&

todrink/to shout (a command)

hé

A0

and /togetherwith /with /sum /union /peace /harmony/surname He
hén

R

very / (adverb of degree) / quite /awfully

hou mian

JaTa (&iH)

rear /back/behind/later/afterwards

hui

[A]

togoback/toturnaround/toanswer/toreturn/tocircle/torevolve /Huiethnicgroup/time /classifier foractsofa
play /section or chapter (of a classic book)

hui

< (&)

can/be possible / be able to /will / be likelyto /be sure to /to assemble /to meet /togather/tosee/union/group
association /a moment (Taiwan pr.for thissense ishui3)

ji
JL (38)

how much /how many/several/a few

jia
'A_|

XK

home / family / classifier for families or businesses/ refersto the philosophical schools of pre-Han China / noun suffix for
specialistsin some activity such asmusician or revolutionary, corresponds to English -ist,-er,-ary or-ian /surname Jia
CL4Mgel

jiao

iy

tocall /toshout /toorder/toask/tobe called /by (indicatesagent in the passive mood)

jintian

ZSS

today/at the present
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jii
!

nine /9

kai

7 (54)

toopen/tostart /toturnon/tooperate (vehicle)

kan

5}

tolookat

kanjian
BN (BR)

tosee /tocatchsight of

kuai

B ()

unit of currency / lump (of earth) / chunk / piece / classifier for pieces of cloth, cake,soap etc/ colloquial word for yuan
(or other unit of currency such asHong Kong or US dollar etc), usually as 34k

lai

>k (%K)

tocome /toarrive /tocome round/eversince / next

ldo sh1

Z I (ZM)

teacher / CL/M[geé], fiz[w éi]

le

7

(completed action marker) / (modal particle intensifying preceding clause)
léng

%

cold

li

£ (%)

inside /lining /interior /internal

liu

AY

/\
SiX/ 6

ma

15 (1%)

(question tag)
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ma ma

7545 (455%)

mum / mama / mommy / mother /CL:/Mge], iz[w éi]
mai

X (H)

to buy/to purchase

mao

TH (%)

cat /CL:R[zh1]

méi guan xi

BERAR (RFAR)

it doesn't matter

méi you

8 (427)

haven't / hasn't / doesn't exist / to not have / to not be
mi fan

KR (KER)

(cooked)rice

ming zi
'—i—|
&F
name (of a person or thing) / CL:4N[gé]
ming tian
BAX

tomorrow

v

na

bl

which? (interrogative, followed by classifier or numeral-classifier)

naer

L (TB52)

where? /wherever /anywhere

na

A

that /those /then (in that case) / commonly pr.[néi] before a classifier, esp.in Beijing

ne

7

(question particle for subjectsalready mentioned)
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néng

BE

tobe ableto/tobe capable of /ability /capability /able /capable /can possibly / (usually used in the negative) to have
the possibility of

ni

iR

you (informal)

nian

year / CL4Mge]

nd ér

L (%5)

daughter

péng you

&

friend / CL-ANge], fsz[w éi]

pidaoliang
ES
pretty /beautiful

ping guod

¥R (BAR)

apple / CLMge], Fi[ke]
qi

€

seven /7

gidn mian

BIE

ahead /in front /preceding /above
gidn

% (82)

coin /money / CL:#[bi]

ging
s == 2=k
8 \aB

toask/toinvite /please (dosth)/totreat (toa mealetc)/torequest
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qu

togo/togoto(a place)/tocausetogoorsend(sb)/toremove/ togetridof/(whenusedeitherbefore oraftera verb)
togoinordertodosth/tobe apart frominspace ortime /(aftera verbof motionindicatesmovement away from the
speaker) / (used after certain verbstoindicate detachment or separation)/ (of a time or an event etc)just passed or
elapsed

ré
.
AN %&)

heat /toheat up/fervent /hot (of weather) /warm up

rén

A

man / person / people / CLi/Mgeé], fsz[w éi]

rén shi
IR (R:H)
toknow /torecognize /tobe familiarwith /acquaintedwith sth / knowledge /understanding /awareness,/ cognition

san
three /3
shangdian

I

store /shop / CL:ZX[jia], MMgé]

shang

+

on

shangwu

s

morning / CL:/Mge]

shao

//I\
few /little /lack

shéi
E (&)

who /also pronounced shui

shén me

4 (HE)

what? /who?/something /anything
shi

+

ten/10
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shi hou

B (BF%)

time /length of time / moment / period

shi
=
=

tobe /yes

shd
B @)
book / letter / CLA[bén], fit[cé], ZR[bu] / see also Book of History

shui

7K

water /river/liquid / beverage

shuiguo

KR

fruit
shuijiao
'&Ll
MEDe (FEEE)
togotobed/togotosleep

shuo

Wi, (%)

tospeak/tosay/toexplain/toscold/totell off /atheory (usuallyin compoundssuch as H: it heliocentric theory)
si

J0

four /4

sui

& (&%)

classifier foryears (of age) /year /year (of crop harvests)

ta

fis

he or him / (used for either sexwhen the sexisunknown or unimportant) / (used before sb'sname for emphasis) / (used as
a meaninglessmock object) /other /another

too (much) /very /extremely / highest / greatest
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tianqi
RS (RR)

weather

ting

Wr (%)

tolisten /tohear/toobey/a can (loanword from English 'tin') / classifier for canned beverages

téng xué

R (R4

(Fellow) classmate / CL:fsz[weéi], 1N [gé]
wei

IS

hello (interj., esp.on telephone) / hey

w

7 O«

|/ me/ my

wo men

BAlT (FK4F9)

we /us/ourselves/ our

wu
five /5
Xi huan

SR (E¥)
tolike /to be fond of
Xia

.

down /downwards/below /lower/later /next (weeketc)/ second (of two parts) /to decline /togodown

Xiawu
T

afternoon /p.m./ CL/Mge]

Xia yu
MR

torain/rainy

xian sheng

e

Mister (Mr.)/ husband / doctor (topolect) / teacher / CL:4Mgeé], fiz[w &i]
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Xian zai

e (3R7E)

now /at present /at the moment /modern /current / nowadays
xiang

A8

V4AFN

tothink/tobelieve /tosuppose /towish /towant /to miss
xido

N

small /tiny /young

xidojie

/[N\dR

young lady / Miss/ (slang) prostitute / CL:/Ngé], fiz[w ei]
Xié

124

some / few /several /(a measure word)

xié

— [—=

5 (%)

towrite

Xié xie

GIRCIE))

tothank/thanks

Xing qi

week / CLAMge]

Xxué sheng

S ()
student /school child
Xué xi

F3] (2E)
tolearn /tostudy
XUé xiao

FIE (BPHR)
school / CL:fT[sud]

vi

one /1 /single /a (article) /assoonas/entire /whole /all /throughout /'one'radicalin Chinese characters (Kangxi
radical 1)
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yididaner
—RJL (—E65)

a little (bit)

yi shéng

E4 (B4)

doctor / CLAMge], fiz[w éil, & [ming]
ylyuan

B[ (B5f5c)

hospital / CL:fT[sud], ZK[jia], FE[zuo]

yi fu

KAk

clothes/ CL#4[jian], E[tao]
yi zi

7

chair / CLE[ba], E[tac]
you

=

tohave /thereis/thereare/toexist /tobe

yue

A

month /moon / CL:A4Ngé], 38 [lan]

zaijian
BI(EBR)

goodbye / see you again later

zai

1=

(located)at /(tobe)in/toexist /in the middle of doing sth / (indicating anactionin progress)

zén me

E4 (EE)

how? /what? /why?

zén meyang

Bk (EERR)

how are things? how? /how about? /how wasit?

zhe
X (18)
this/these / (commonly pr.[zhéi] before a classifier, esp.in Beijing)
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zhong gud

FE (FE)

China / Middle Kingdom

zhongw

e

noon / midday / CLAMgé]

zhu

tolive /todwell /tostay/toreside /tostop
zhuo zi

=T

table / desk / CL:i3k[zhang], E[tao]

zZi
=

%

letter/character /word/symbol/ CLA [ge]

zuo tian
WEX

yesterday

Zuo

(54

todo/tomake /toproduce/towrite /tocompose/toactas/toengagein/tohold(a party)/tobe/tobecome/to
function (in some capacity) /toserve as/tobe used for/to form (a bond orrelationship)/to pretend/tofeign /toacta
part /to put onappearance

Zuo
AR

tosit /totake aseat /totake (a bus,airplane etc)/to bear fruit
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