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What is the HSK?

Hany G Shuiping Kaoshi

NAVAE N \[7 A

OB TIKFEE

The HSK, Hanyl Shuiping Kaoshi or Chinese Proficiency Test, is China's only standardized test of Standard Chinese
language proficiency for non-native speakerssuch asforeign studentsand overseas Chinese.

The HSK test isadministered in Simplified Chinese,and aimsto be a certificate of language proficiency for higher
educational and professional purposes. Each year, HSK certificatesare issued to those who meet the required
scores.In addition, test takerswith outstanding resultscanwin a scholarship for short-term language studyin
China.

The HSK test isadministered by Hanban,a non-government organization affiliated with the Ministry of
Education of the People's Republic of China.

HSK Levels

The Hanyl Shuiping Kaoshi isdivided into 6 levels of difficulty, with each level building on the vocabulary and
knowlege from the previousone.

Words Characters Description
(total/new) (total/new)

1 150 150 174 174  Designed forlearnerswho can understand and use some simple Chinese
charactersand sentencesto communicate,and preparesthem for
continuing their Chinese studies.In HSK 1 all charactersare provided
along with Pinyin.

2 300 150 347 173 Designed forlearnerswho can use Chinese in a simple and direct manner,
applyingitin a basic fashion to their daily lives.In HSK 2 all charactersare
provided alongwith Pinyinaswell.

3 600 300 617 270 Designed for learnerswho can use Chinese to serve the demandsof their
personal lives, studiesand work,and are capable of completing most of
the communicative tasksthey experience during their Chinese tour.

4 1200 600 1064 447 Designed forlearnerswho candiscussa relatively wide range of topicsin
Chinese and are capable of communicating with Chinese speakersat a
high standard.

5 2500 1300 1685 621 Designedforlearnerswho canread Chinese newspapersand magazines,
watch Chinese filmsand are capable of writing and delivering a lengthy
speechin Chinese.

6 5000 2500 2663 978 Designedforlearnerswho can easilyunderstandanyinformation
communicatedin Chinese and are capable of smoothly expressing
themselvesin written or oral form.
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ba
nge
modal particle indicating polite suggestion / ..right? /..OK?
bai

=

white /snowy /pure /bright /empty/blank/plain/clear/tomake clear/invain/gratuitous/free of charge
reactionary/anti-communist / funeral /tostare coldly /towrite wrong character /tostate /toexplain/vernacular
spoken linesin opera / surname Bai

bai

E]

hundred / numerous/ all kinds of / surname Bai

bang zhu

WH (B

assistance /aid /to help /to assist
bao zhi

AR (HRAR)

newspaper /newsprint / CL:4%[fén], #A[qi], 5K[zhang]

bi

74

particle used for comparison and -erthan'/to compare /to contrast /to gesture (with hands)/ratio
bié

A (A1)

do not / must not /to pin/toleave /todepart /toseparate /todistinguish /toclassify /other /another

bin guan

AR (BHR)

guesthouse / CL:ANZK[jia]

chang

K (R)

long /length

changge
&K

tosing a song

chad

t

togoout /tocome out /tooccur/toproduce/togobeyond/torise/toput forth/tohappen/classifier fordramas,
plays,operasetc

chuan

2

towear/toput on/todress/toborethrough /pierce/perforate /penetrate/passthrough/tothread
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ci

/N

next in sequence /second /the second (day, time etc) /secondary /vice- /sub- /infra- /inferior quality /substandard
order /sequence / hypo- (chemistry) / classifier for enumerated events:time

cong

M (1)

from /via / passing through / through

cuo

s (86)

mistake / error /blunder/fault / cross/uneven /wrong / CL ™
da lanqid

43 \\ i \
FTEEBK (FTEEEK)
play basketball
dajia

'A_|
AK
everyone
dao
2
to (a place)/until(atime) /upto/togo/toarrive
de
A=)
1=
structural particle:used after a verb (or adjective asmain verb), linking it to following phrase indicating effect,degree,
possibility etc
déng
F
towait for /toawait /class(grade) /et cetera /andsoon /et al.(and otherauthors)/after/assoonas/once
didi

B

younger brother / CL:AN fiz[w éi]
diyi

/‘E‘E‘é"_

first /number one

dong

1#

tounderstand / to know

dui

XF ()

towards/at /for
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dui

X5 ()
right / correct
fangjian

i (55hE)

room / CLj8][jian]

fei chang
Al
e[S
extraordinary /unusual /extreme /very / exceptional
fFGwuyuan

AR5 2 (BRA5 B)

waiter /waitress/attendant / customer service personnel / CL:A4™

(0]

(a]
s3]}

> o

igh /tall /above average / loud / your (honorific) / surname Gao

gaosu

EHF ()

totell /toinform /to let know
gé ge

older brother / CLAN fiz[w ei]
gei

% ()

to (someone)/ for / for the benefit of / to give /toallow /to dosth (For sb) / (passive particle)

gong gong qi ché

AHIRE (RHIARE)

bus/ CL#H[liang], BE[ban]

gong si

7]

(business) company / company / firm / corporation /incorporated / CL:3K[jia]
gui

b (B

m (J)

expensive / noble / your (name) / precious

guo
i (R)

(used afteraverb)toindicate the completion ofanaction
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hai zi

%F

child

hai

K (18)

still /yet /even more /stillmore /also /too/aswell
hao chi

iFlz,

tasty/delicious

hei

AN

black /dark /abbr.for Heilongjiang 21z/T province in northeast China

héng

21 (A1)

red /bonus/ popular/revolutionary

huo che zhan

VESTIVE L)

trainstation

jichang

W15 (¥1i7)

airport /airfield / CL:Z[jia], &t [chu]
jrdan

Py

(chicken) egg / hen'segg / CLAN FT[d4]
jian

F

item /component / classifier for events, things, clothesetc
jiaoshi

=

classroom / CL:fA][jian]

jiéjie

4B

oldersister / CL:A

jie shao
MR (FM44)
to present /tointroduce /torecommend /tosuggest /tolet know /to brief
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jin

pli

near/close to/approximately

jin

ot ()

toenter/toadvance /tocome (orgo)into/toreceive oradmit /toeat ordrink/to submit or present / (used aftera
verb)into,in /toscore a goal

jiu
#h
just (emphasis) /at once /right away /only /asearlyas/already/assoonas/then/inthat case /asmanyas/evenif

toapproach /tomove towards/toundertake /toengagein/tosuffer/subjectedto/toaccomplish/totake
advantage of /togowith (of foods) /with regardto / concerning

jué de

eis (E15)
tothink/to feel
ka fei

IjiftE(5

coffee / CL:#R[beéi]
kai shi

Jtia (Fe48)

to begin /beginning /tostart /initial / CL:A™

kao shi

i (&)

exam / CLyk[ci]

ké néng

AgE

might (happen) / possible / probable / possibility / probability / maybe / perhaps/ CLA™
ké yi

AT

can/may/ possible /able to

ke

iR (GR)

subject / course / class/ lesson / CLE[tdng], T [jié], | I[mén]

kuai

rapid / quick /speed /rate /soon/almost /to make haste / clever/sharp (of knivesor wits) / Forthright / plain-spoken
gratified / pleased / pleasant
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kuai le

BRIR (FREE)

happy/ merry

lei

EX

tired /weary/tostrain/towearout /toworkhard
li

= (A

toleave /topart from /tobe awayfrom /(in giving distances) from /without (sth) /independent of / one of the eight
trigramsof the Book of Changesrepresenting fire (old)

liang

()

two (quantities)/both /ounce /some /a few /tael /weight equalto 50 grams

ling

zero /nought /zerosign /fractional /fragmentary/ odd (of numbers) / (placed between two numberstoindicate a
smaller quantity followed by a larger one) / fraction / (in mathematics) remainder (after division)

NV

%

road/path /way/CL:&[tido]

(G yéu

R (heiE)

trip /journey/tourism /travel /tour
mai

= (=

X (8)

tosell /tobetray/tospare no effort / to show off or flaunt
man

:r.%‘,

>Z

slow

mang

Y

lh:
busy / hurriedly

meéi

52

each /every

meéi mei

IRIK

youngersister/ fig.younger woman (esp. girl friend or rival) / CL:/}™
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mén
17 (F9)
gate /doo/gateway/doorway/opening/valve /switch /waytodosomething/knack/ family / house /(religious)sect

school (of thought) / class/ category / phylum or division (taxonomy) / classifier for large guns/ classifier for lessons,
subjects, branchesof technologyr / CL:AN, B3[shan]

miantido
[F14% (M)
noodles

nan

5

male / Baron, lowest of five orders of nobility L %55 [w i déng jué weéi] / CL:AE|/Mgé]
nin

HR

V4AFS

you (polite) /asopposed to informal you {R[ni])

nid nai

cow'smilk / CL#R[ping], #R[bé&i]

ni

E°8

female /woman /daughter

pangbian
14 (FiE)

lateral /side /tothe side / beside

pao bu

ka7

towalkquickly /tomarch /torun

pidnyi
EH

cheap /inexpensive /small advantages/ to let sb off lightly

piao
=0}

AR

ticket / ballot /banknote /person held forransom /amateur performance of Chinese opera / classifier for shipments
and businesstransactions (topolect) / CL3K[Zhang]

qi zi

wife / CL:A

qi chudng

o PR

toget up
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gian
‘_T_

thousand

gian bi

G4 (85°F)

(lead) pencil / CL:3Z[zh1], #[zh1], #F[gdn]
qing

5

clear/fine (weather)

qu nidn

RF

last year

rang

ik ()

to permit /tolet sbdosth/tohave sbdosthtoyield
ri

H

day/dayofthe month /date /sun/abbr.for HZ Japan

shang ban

IS

togotowork,/tobeonduty/tostart work/togotothe office
shén ti

SK (5#2)

(human) body / health / CL:A™

shéng bing

AR

tofallill /to sicken

shéngri

4H

birthday / CL:A

shijian
BfA) (i)

time / period / CL:EEZ[duan]

shi qing
=15

affair /matter/thing /business
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shou bido
FiK

wrist watch / CL3R[kuai], R[zh1], />

shou j1

FH ()

cell phone /cellular phone / mobile phone / CL:EZB[bU]

shuo hua

Yiid (3R855)

tospeak/tosay/totalk/togossip/totellstories/talk/word

song

*®

todeliver /tocarry/togive (asa present)/to present (with) /to see off /to send

sutran...danshi...

= BE... (FEA...BE2...)

although.. still... /evenif...nevertheless..

cF @

T

it (inanimate thing oranimal)
t1za qgid

B B

play soccer (Football)

ti

H =]

A (&)

topic/ problem for discussion / exam question / subject /toinscribe /to mention /surname Ti / CL:A>,jE[dao]

tiaowu

BkEE

todance

wai

S

outside /in addition / foreign / external

wan
=

JG

to finish /to be over /whole /complete / entire

wan

It

toplay/toy/sthused foramusement /curio orantique (Taiwan pr.wan4) /to have fun /to trifle with / to keep sth for
entertainment
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wan shang

e L

inthe evening / CL:A

wang

1%

togo(inadirection)/to/towards/ (of a train) bound for / past / previous

weishén me

A4 (BT

forwhat reason? /why?

weén

8] (f#)

toask

wen ti

[m)ell (F]ie)

question / problem /issue / topic/ CLA™
Xiwang

L

towish for / to desire / hope CL:A

X1 gua

Ci)

watermelon / CL:&[tido]
Xi

Wir

towash /tobathe

xido shi

IR (/)BE)

hour / CLA

Xido
Sk

=
laugh / smile / CL:A

#

new /newly / meso- (chemistry)

Xing

G

family name /surname /name / CLiA
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Xia xi

KE

rest /torest

snow / snow fall /to have the appearance of snow /towipe away, off or out / to clean CL#%[chéng]

yan se

e (2Re)

color / CL:A

yanjing

HRAE

eye / CL:R[zhi], X [shuang]

yang rou

FH

mutton

yao

% (8%)

medicine / drug / cure / CL:FH[zhong], AR[FU]
yao

3

towant /will /going to (asfuture auxiliary) /important /vital /may/ must

yé

t

also /too/ (in classical Chinese) final particle serving as copula

yi xia

(used after a verb) giveit ago/todo (sth fora bit togiveitatry)/ onetime /once/inawhile/allofasudden/allat
once

yijing

B2 (B4
already

yi qi

—ie
together/inthe same place /with /altogether (in total)
yisi

=
sCA A

idea / opinion / meaning /wish / desire / CL/™
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yin Wei...suoyi.

R, BTl (F 2. BBl

because...thus... /on account of...then...

yin
B ()

overcast (weather) /cloudy/shady/Yin (the negative principle of Yin and Yang) / negative (electric.) / feminine / moon
implicit /hidden / genitalia
you yong

K (iK)

swim

you bian

a1 (A1)

right side / right, to the right
yu

& (&)

fish / CL:Zk[tido], E[wéi]

yuan

I (1)

far /distant /remote

yun dong

=3 (£ E))

movement /campaign /sports/ CLI%[chang]

zai

A

again/once more /re- /second/another/then (aftersth,and not until then)

zdo shang
BE

early morning / Good morning! / CL:A™

zhang fu

XX

husband / CL:A

zhao

%

totrytofind/tolookfor/tocallonsb/tofind/toseek/toreturn/togivechange

zhe

& (&)

particle attached afterverbtoindicate actionin progress, like -ing ending
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HSK Vocabulary - Level 2

zhén

R

really /truly /indeed /real/true /genuine

zhéng zai

IETE

in the process of (doing something or happening) / while (doing)
zhidao

pSIBE]

toknow /tobe aware of

zhun bei

e (HEM)

preparation /prepare

zou

iE

towalk/togo/torun/to move (of vehicle) / tovisit / toleave /togoaway/todie (euph.)/from /through /away (in
compound verbs, such as#zE) / to change (shape, form, meaning)

ZUi
=]

HX
most / the most /-est

zud bian
Zof) (Z238)

left /the left side /tothe left of
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